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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Keynotes September 2021 

 

Why do you remain a Christian? It’s a question I ask myself from time to time, and I 
recently asked it during one of the Wednesday services.  I think we can all talk about how 
we became a Christian.  Maybe you were baptized as a child, or maybe you came to faith 
later in life.  That question doesn’t interest me though, because the past is the past and 
it’s not going to change.  But our present and future might, which makes the original 
question feel so much more vital.  And the answer to the question, your answer to be 
more precise, might be the key to evangelism.  I believe people aren’t interested in what 
got us started in something.  What people really want is to know why you still believe it’s 
worth your time which may indeed make them ponder why it might be worth their time. 

 

The story of the Gospel is so well known that it’s like a classic movie playing on cable 
television.  You don’t really have to pay too much attention because you’ve seen it 30 
times before.  Likewise, most Americans know the basic points of the story of 
Jesus.  Evangelism, then, is less about telling people about Jesus, and more about sharing 
with them what following Jesus has done for your life.  Which is to say that evangelism is 
nothing other than sharing with folks why you are still a conscious and willing disciple of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

As we are beginning to be more active around the parish, planning 
activities and ministries for the fall, I encourage you to ask yourself, “Why 
do I remain a Christian?” And if you get an answer, find someone to share 
it with.  Perhaps someone who has no church home, or someone who 
needs to hear a word of hope in our world.  Either way, ask yourself the 
question with curiosity and honesty.  You might be surprised what you 
come up with.  
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Join us for in-person Worship  
(Please remember to wear your mask!) 

Sundays 
8am in the Church (English) 
10am in the Church (English) 
12pm in the Chapel (Spanish) 

 
Wednesdays 

7am and 11am in the Chapel  
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Saint Peter’s Clergy & Staff 
 

The Reverend Christopher Adams, Rector 
252-946-8151 
chris@saintpetersnc.org 
 

The Reverend Deacon Katherine Mitchell 
617-721-6614 
katherine@saintpetersnc.org 
 
Vincent Holliday  Sexton   
Sam Holt  Music Director/Organist 
Lex Mann  Treasurer  
Missy Parker  Day School Director 
Catherine Partrick Parish Secretary 
Jennifer Spivey  Parish Administrator  
Susie Taylor   Day School Director   
 

 

 
Vestry  Organization  

 
Swanson Graves-Senior Warden 

Richard Andrews-Junior Warden 

Laura Bliley-Pastoral Care 

Ken Hadley-Clerk 

Lynn Harrington-Outreach 

Ed Hodges-Stewardship 

Rachael Miller-Christian Ed & Youth 

Carol Nash-Rector Search Liaison 

Katherine Tate-Parish Life 

 

 

Our Financial Assistance Committee accepts requests from those in need of 
assistance with utilities and rent each Monday.  Donations to the Financial 
Assistance Fund support these needs and are always welcome.  Checks can be 
made payable to St. Peter’s with “FAP” in the memo line.  You can also donate 
online via the website at  saintpetersnc.org.   

 
Office Hours   

Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm, Fri 8am-12pm 
 

Giving to Saint Peter’s has never been easier! 
*Automatic Credit/Debit Card Payments 
*Gifts of Securities 
*If you are over 70 1/2, consider directing all or a portion of your RMD from your IRA to the church. 
Please check with your tax advisor to see if you would benefit from using any of these options. 
*Also, to make pledge payments or to give for any reason, you can do so from our website via the 
online giving link at www.saintpetersnc.org. 
*Mail your payment to PO Box 985, Washington, NC 27889 
If you need assistance with any of these options, email or call Jennifer Spivey at the church office. 
(946-8151, jennifer@saintpetersnc.org)  
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Please Pray For: 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life 

and the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or 

pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  The Book of Common Prayer. 

 

Please Pray for:  Tim Cashion-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Athy Cooper-
member, Morgan Harris-friend of Betty & Bill Cochran, Nell Howell-friend of 
Betty & Bill Cochran, Jen Hudson & Robert Griffin-member & friend of St. 
Peters, Jeffrey Jakub-friend of the Marles, Betty Jarvis-member, Bill Litchfield-
member, Jay Marle-member, Tommy Miller-friend of Rosalyn Edwards, Shay 
Robinson-member, David Steenbergen & family-nephew of Betty & Bill 
Cochran, Jeff & Marie Swann-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Mark Zenobia-friend 
of the Hadleys. 
 
Prayer list requests may be made by completing a prayer card from the pew rack in church or by 
calling (946-8151) or emailing the church office (communications@saintpetersnc.org).  Names 
will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. 

 

Our condolences are extended to: 

 the families of Harvey Cherry, Jackson Griffin and Peggy Moore. 
 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain 

are no more, neither sighing, but life Everlasting. 

Our friends at Eagles’ Wings are low on the following items:  canned  
vegetables, canned fruits, canned soups, pancake/waffle mix, “Jiffy”  

      biscuit or cornbread mix.  If you’d like to contribute any of these items,     
      there will be a collection box in Gardner Hall.  Thanks so much.                

 Lynn Harrington 

 
Stay “in the know” about the events and news in our diocese by going 
to www.diocese-eastcarolina.org, clicking on “News & Events” and 
then “News & Notes Archive” and following the instructions for 
subscribing to “News & Notes”.  You can also follow on Facebook @ 
The Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina. 
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Help us keep in touch with you! 

Please make sure and contact the church office if you have moved, changed 
your phone number or have a new email address.   Send  

updated information to communications@saintpetersnc.org or call 946-8151.  

If you would like a “fish” neck lantern with your 
name on it, please call the church 
office at (252) 946-8151.  We’ll be 
happy to make one for you. 

 "You are never more like Jesus than when you pray for 
others." (Max Lucado) We have a dedicated prayer team at 
Saint Peters. If you want to be "one that prays for others," 
please join our team.  If you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or for someone else, you can call Laura Bliley at 
252-495-3008 and know that prayer will begin in "real 
time."  All of these requests are confidential and we are on 
call 24/7.   
It works like this: 
a. We receive a prayer request from someone in our church to my number. 
b. A text message is sent to the team with the request. 
c. The team members respond back that they have received the request and that they 
will be praying. 
d. If the requesting person provides follow-up that they would like to share with the 
team, I will provide that. 

     
 Attic Sale Notice:  Unfortunately, due to the raging virus and ECW's concern 

for the safety of all volunteers involved and the potential shoppers, 
the ECW Board has decided to postpone the Attic Sale until the 
spring. Thank you for the donations you have already made. They 
will be saved until our next opportunity. You will be hearing of 
new plans for a sale in the future. 
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10/3 Jane Taylor 

10/4 Chris Padgett 

10/5 Dr. Fred Howdy, Henry Woolard 

10/6 Bill Litchfield, Sarah Ninan 

10/7 Emma Holscher, Julie Howdy, Karen Mann, Jhovani Tellez  

10/8 Catherine Pfeiffer 

10/10 Paulino Serrano 

10/11 Mary Tucker Talley 

10/13 Henry Arvizu, Grayson Spruill, Sarah Vick 

10/14 Catie Ward 

10/15 Sandy Mitchell 

10/16 Alejandra Madero 

10/17 Ric Carter, William Cochran, Rachael Miller 

10/19 Rudy Burns 

10/20 Roy Whichard 

10/21 Brad Dudley 

10/25 Loraine Babcock, Kay Sharpe, Terry Young 

10/26 Isabel Roberson 

10/27 Philip Ninan 

10/28 Hunter Baldree, Carolyn Harding 

10/29 Erika Gachuz, Rebecca Behar Gronroos, Nereyda Orrantia 

10/30 Bill Darden, Luis Hernandez, Sarah Paszt 

10/31 Alfonso Gachuz, Johnny Rodman 



7 



8 

Choir practice has begun. We meet on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the choir room. If you 
have thought about joining the choir, please join us. All that is required is a love to sing! 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

It’s time to reorganize our bell choir, and if you are interested in ringing bells regardless 
of experience, please join us on Wednesdays at 5pm in the church. Ringing bells is fun 
for all ages. The ability to read music is helpful but not necessary to being a good ringer. 
St. Peter’s is fortunate to have a set of beautiful bells. It will be exciting to hear them 
again! 

 

Finally, I would like to explore the possibility of establishing a 
concert series for St. Peter’s as a form of outreach into the 
Washington community. If you are interested in being a part 
of a committee to discuss a series for St. Peter’s, please see me 
at church or email or text me. My email is 
sam@saintpetersnc.org. My cell is 704-438-1252.  

 
For the past ten years, St. Peter’s Church has been participating in a minis-
try called “Back Pack Buddies.”  Each school year, nutritious weekend food 
is delivered to Eastern Elementary to feed approximately 15 needy kinder-
gartners.  It has proven to be a joyful ministry.  The teachers see a marked 
improvement in the children’s performance and participation, the addi-

tional food helps the families who are struggling to provide for their children, and the 
children LOVE the food!  The parish “teams” enjoy shopping, bagging, and delivering to 
Eastern each week so EVERYBODY WINS!   

 
If you are interested in helping out with this ministry, you have two options.  You 

may make a monetary contribution by dropping off or sending a check (PO Box 985, 
Washington, NC 2788) with “BPB” on the memo line.  100% of the funds are spent on 
food. If you prefer to shop, there is also a drop-off bin located in Gardner Hall.  Both op-
tions are greatly appreciated!  (Individual portions make for easy and lighter packing/
carrying)  Thank you! 
 
Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed." 
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The ECW has always supported our parish family and community at large. One 
of the many ways we show our love and concern for our church family is through the 
Funeral Foods Ministry. We are always looking for women and men who would be 
willing to join one of the 4 teams who provide a meal or refreshments at the time of 
losing a loved one. We have fabulous team leaders who can always use more help!  If 
you would like to join this rewarding ministry please contact me at 
pamhodges@live.com or 943-4464. I look forward to hearing from you!  Pam Hodges 

 

Historic Marker Update 
The historic marker for the St. Peter’s churchyard has been erected.  If you have not seen it, 
just walk down the Bonner Street side of the church.  It is outstanding and highlights the 
significance of our churchyard in Washington’s history.  This sign was fully paid for by 
generous contributions from our parishioners.  This is something we should be very proud of.  
A dedication ceremony is being planned for Saturday, October 16. More details will follow as 
the time gets closer.   Ed Hodges 

Just a quick note to remind everyone that if you receive a suspicious 
email or text from church clergy or staff  asking for donations to 
purchase gift cards, send money to paypal, etc., please know that it is 
a scam. If you ever receive questionable communication which 
appears to be from the church or even fellow parishioners, please call 
the church office or contact the parishioner directly  to verify 
BEFORE taking any action. 252-946-8151  
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Open Door Community Center can use your help! 
 

Meals are needed for dinner each evening. 

Volunteers can access the Meal Train website to pick a date and bring meals. 

*Visit https://odccwashington.org. 

*Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Visit Meal Train” link. 

*Select date of your choice. 

*Click on “Volunteer for This” in the green box and enter the requested 
information to create a user account for yourself. 

*Enter the menu you will be providing and check the reminder notification 
that you prefer to receive. 

*You will receive a confirmation email. 

For more information, or if you need assistance, please call:  

Brandy Vinson (252-559-3820) or Marcia Norwood (252-833-8514) 

 

Thank you for your willingness to help! 
 

Open Door Community Center 

1240 Cowell Farm Road 

Washington, NC 27889 

edodcc@yahoo.com 
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Meals for Shut-ins 

 
The Washington Nutrition Site for Seniors is located in the East Haven Apartments 
on Third Street and overseen by the Department of Social Services. Eligible seniors 
who are able, come for lunch and fellowship each day, Monday through Friday at the 
site. Covid has robbed them of this fellowship time but they are still able to come by 
and pick up their meals.  Shut-ins who are unable to shop or cook for themselves are 
delivered meals by volunteers from local churches and organizations, Monday – 
Friday, enabling them to remain in their own homes.  Because of Covid funds, the 
Friday teams (in addition to the hot meal), bring two frozen dinners to tide recipients 
over the weekend. St. Peter’s covers Route 2 every Friday.  The list has fluctuated 
between 7 and 14 meal deliveries per team each day, depending on the program’s 
funding availability. We currently deliver 13 meals. Our volunteers are Cathy & Roy 
Whichard, Jim Skillen, Bet & Tom Archie, Lex Mann, and me.  Over the years we have 
had many dedicated volunteers from St. Peter’s.  I would like to thank some of the 
recently retired delivery folks: Rosalyn Edwards, Verell Freese, and Peggy & John 
Hudson for their faithful service. 

If you are interested in taking over the 5th Fridays (3 or 4 a year), and/or being part of 
a substitute list, please talk to one of us at church or contact me for more 
information. I think you’d find this long-time outreach program very rewarding for a 
few hours “work” on Friday.  

Sallie Scales 

252-944-4842 

scales.sallie@gmail.com 
 

Calling all artists!   
We are having  an “Art Walk” in our glorious churchyard on Sunday, October 31st 
following the 10:00 a.m. service.   There are no “rules” – the medium is up to you.  You 
may simply display your work, or put a price tag on it.  (You may consider donating a 
percentage to SPC.)  This is meant to be a peaceful time to reflect and meander through the 
grounds, appreciate the talents of some of our parishioners (children included), have some 
warm cider and enjoy each other’s company on a beautiful (hopefully) autumn 
morning.   If you are interested in participating, please respond to this email or call 
Catherine at 242-946-8151. 
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A note from Purpose of God Annex  

Don’t forget to keep up to date with your 2021 pledge. Balances are 
available by calling or emailing Jennifer at 946-8151 or 
jennifer@saintpetersnc.org. 
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Foyer Returns     
 

Foyer is the name of St. Peter’s “supper club” groups organized to get to know 
some of your fellow parishioners better.  The rules are simple.            

Groups of about 8 people (4 couples and/or a single or so) get together 
once a month in each member’s home for supper. 

Because of ongoing COVID concerns, everyone joining must be fully 
vaccinated.   

The host couple fixes the meal which can be as simple as pasta and salad 
or added pre supper snacks and dessert.  The point is not the meal but 
the conversation around the table. 

All guests bring what they want to drink including a mixer if your drink 
needs it, wine, and beer.  And do take what you don’t drink home with 
you!  Of course water will be provided. 

The groups come from the names on the Foyer Returns sign-up sheet and will 
be picked out of a jar.  Once a group is formed, they will work on dates 
together.  One pack of Foyer prayers and the blessing will be provided each 
group to be held by the hostess/host of that month and handed to the next in 
line.  

 

If you are interested in participating in Foyer this year, please sign up on the 
Foyer Returns sheet on the bulletin by the office. 

 

Any questions?   
Call or email Bet Archie 946-8578                (betlarchie@hotmail.com) 


